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ABSTRACT

In recent years, the types of family structures become more diverse because cross-
ethnic marriages have been increasing in Taiwan. Most new residents of these cross-ethnic
are predominantly female and contribute to family wreaths and play a significant role in
family purchasing decisions. Thus, the study about the roles of spouses in purchasing
decisions within cross-ethnic families is valued. However, the literature on purchasing
decision roles of different family structures in Taiwan provides limited outcomes. This
research combines qualitative and quantitative methods to explore the differences in spousal
roles in purchasing decisions between cross- and single-ethnic (Taiwanese) families. The
total sample data includes the couples of the 35 family samples (20 cross-ethnic and 15
Taiwanese families) from Yunlin, Taiwan. The comparison group chose 15 Taiwanese blue-
collar families, because the 20 cross-ethnic families engaged in agriculture or blue-collar
work. The results indicate that cross-ethnic families were more likely to make joint decisions
in purchases, compared to single-ethnic (Taiwanese) families, considering the preference of

family members from different countries. The role specialization was also generally higher
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in single-ethnic (Taiwanese) families than in cross-ethnic families. Finally, the new-resident
wives of cross-ethnic families will extend their purchase decision domains when their
marriage ages are longer because they have learned more about purchase experience in

Taiwan.

Keywords: Cross-Ethnic Family, Single-Ethnic (Taiwanese) Family, Ethnography, New

Residents
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